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Editor 


Movses B. Janbazian 


EDITORIAL MESSAGE 


Mary, Martha and Missions 


What Christ saw was that Martha, not- | 
Wiis | withstanding all her hard work, had with- | 
Editor’s Note: The following is adapted | held from Him precisely what He sought: 
from Peter Kougasian 5 message given atthe | her presence, her witness. He had come not 
Armenian Missionary Association of | to enjoy a good meal or to sleep in a com- 
America s 80" Annual Meeting Worship Ser- | fortable bed, but to transform her life. And 
vice held on October 17, 1999 at the United | so He said to Martha that all of her hard 
Armenian Congregational Church, Holly- | work, all of her concerns, all of her flitting 
Wei a Mr. Kougasian is an active mem- | back and forth — these eds all distractions 

er of the Ar I J 1 r | i i i 
of the Armenian Evangelical Church of _ Because, Christ said, there is need of only 


by Peter Kougasian 


New York, and currently serves as a Vice | one thing 
President of AMAA. For twenty years, he | ; 


And what is that one thing of which we | 


Next year, the world will set aside the objec- 
| tions of the mathematicians and the archae- 


ologists, and declare that the first year of the 


MISSION TRIPS 


we J UCT CUIZ 


Serving my Lord in the Land of my Heritage 


by David Torounian 


t was in three generations after the 
I genocide before anyone from my family 
returned to Armenia, and my first time on a 
mission trip to serve my Lord God in the 
land of my heritage. I was emotional think- 
ing it took this long to heal some of the 
wounds of the genocide in our family. Kill- 
ing touches all future generations and we 
are not immune to its effects, yet Christ can 
remove all wounds through his love. As a 
missionary I was most happy that it was the 


by His grace and mercy. 
I fell in love with the country, my country 
Armenia. I never thought that it would be 


ing to each other and to myself as an out- 
sider. They are a people who have struggled 
through physical hardships, endured, and 


the Lord with gladness. I have seen orphans, 
who lived without hope, grow up to serve 
the Lord. There are little children in the lo- 
cal community who know. their Bible sto- 
ries, and some who can recitethe Psalms by 
heart, putting me to shame. Single mothers 


so beautiful and the people so open and lov- 


with great love in their hearts are serving 


whose husbands have left them, or died in 
war or earthquake, struggle to earn a living. 
Families live in one flat, with grandparents 
in One room, parents in another, and newly- 
weds in yet another room with their baby. 
As there are few jobs and no money to start 
a business, the people seek out a living on 
an average $10 US per month, yet they serve 
the Lord with gladness. 

Healthcare is not affordable for the aver- 
age person. Most wait a long time to have 
an operation and others die because they 
can’t afford one. One lady had an open six— 
inch wound that wouldn’t heal. She couldn’t 


fe WVU LY 


Lord that returned me to serve my people 


at a ih aT RD EN MITT AEN PON Sane EN MONAT NE ST 


new millennium marks the 2000" anniver- 
sary of Christ’s birth. And the year follow- 
ing, we Armenians will celebrate the 1700" 
anniversary of the founding of the Armenian 
Apostolic Church, of the identification of the 
Armenian people with the Christian faith. 
How should we commemorate these anniver- 
saries? How can we celebrate like Mary, 
rather than like Martha? 

We can begin by remembering that the 
Christian faith began with all the simplicity 
and immediacy of Mary sitting at the feet of 
Jesus; it began with the voice of one crying 
in the wilderness, “Make straight the way of 
the Lord”, it is a faith proclaimed by a man 
from Nazareth who remarked that unlike a 
fox, unlike even a bird, he had no place to lay 
his head; it is a faith spread by itinerant 
| apostles who traveled the length and breadth 


has been an assistant district attorney in the | are so desperately in need? 

office of Robert M. Morgenthau, District At- | We hear it in the plaintive longing of the 
torney for the County of New York. Cur- | Psalms: “Why dost thou stand afar off, O 
rently, he serves as a bureau chief in the Lord?” This was the voice of the Old Tes- 
Office *f the Special Narcotics Prosecutor. | tament. This was the voice of a people in 
need. And so, for millennia, the Jews 
struggled, as no people ever had before, to 
reach communion with God. They walked 
| across a desert, they climbed the mountain 
top, and they even burned their offerings so 
the smoke might rise up to heaven and please 
a distant God. 

And then, suddenly, came Jesus, the Son 
| of Man, the word made flesh. And that 
changed everything. No longer was Goda 
remote presence, a distant father. Christ was 
a living, vital young man. And He dwelled 
not on some shrouded mountain top, or in 
some monastery, but in the city — and then, 


stones knowing that neither they, nor their ations were, that they had become impedi- | forgiveness, and embody God’s care for each 
ments to something even greater — the im- | person that we meet — in short whether, over 


children, nor their children’s children, nor | 
even their children’s grandchildren, would | mediate relationship between God and the | and aboveall our works, we are fully present 
in the lives of our brothers and sisters, the 


ever see the work completed. And in the believer. There was no denying, the great 
world of the intellect, what did their labors builders of Christianity had created an em- | people Christ called our neighbors. Because 


create? We might peruse St. Thomas pire — a civilization — and a worldwide | the presence ultimately is what matters 
Aquinas’ Summa Theologica, a massive and church. But along the way they had been Dr. Carolann Najarian recently published 
scholarly work of philosophical genius distracted by many things, when there is, aS | her memoirs of countless medical relief tri 

| which sought exhaustively to illuminate the Christ taught us, the need of only one thing. | into Armenia in the months and years fol 
scripture through the painstaking applica- This same evangelical enthusiasm ani-  jowing the terrible earthquake. She tell the 
tion of eternal principles of logic. What did mated the founders of the AMAA. Recent | story of one village, witcha b ni © 
their artistic labors create? We as Arme- | immigrants to America, unable to muster a | se 


wracked by the eartl ; 
nians might choose to listen to the badarak, | budget even of $10,000, forced to abandon | physical ae d sue ey eae that even their 
which surely must count as one of the great- S were dwarfed 


| their first fundraising drive, these inspired by the psychological tra bah 
5 2 ey is . hey . uma w 1c h d 
: in an Armenian Christians still set about to j a 
est achievements of liturgical music y dono scarred a generation. “Something was hap- 
culture, SO venerated by Armenians that it 


less than spread the gospel, to attack igno- | 
has endured through the ages and continues 


"Now as they went on their way, Jesus | 
entered a certain village, where a woman 
named Martha welcomed him into her 
home. She had a sister named Mary, who 
sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what 
he was saying. Bur Martha was dis- 
tracted by her many tasks; so she came 
to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care 
that my sister has left me to do all the 
work by myself? Tell her then to help 
seit But the Lord answered her, 

Martha, Martha, you are worried and 
distracted by many things; there is need 
of only one thing. Mary has chosen the | 


: | pening to tl I i ites, “ 
rance and to alleviate poverty and to fight Pa he gaa craleieas jag a load 
thing unlike anything they had ever experi- 


scripture tells us, He left the city and en- 
tered the village, the village of Martha and 
Mary, and came right into their homes. So 


ture, I think Martha has most captured my important was it that God be an immediate 
sympathy. She reminds me of the ladies in | presence in their lives, that Christ had come 
so many of our Armenian families, the la- | all that way. We live in an age in which it 
dies who spend days preparing for company. | would be truly remarkable to learn that a 
And when the company comes, and every- doctor had made a house call. The Son of 
one is enjoying the good times and excite- Man had come all the way into Martha s 
ment, with the men in the living room play- home, and yet Martha hid herself in the 
ing tavloo, she still spends the whole day kitchen! No wonder Christ was displeased! 
cooking and serving and cleaning, which | As we conclude our annual meeting, as 


reminds me of an old Armenian expression | we prepare to return our rental cars and 


“When the lady of the house sits down with | board our planes and disperse to our homes, 
| let us pause to ask ourselves: in the days 


better part, which will not be taken away | 
from her” (Luke 10:38—42). 


Of all the people we read about in Scrip- 


of the Roman empire, not knowing where 
they would be spending the next night — and 
often spending that night ina prison cell. This 
is a faith of believers who for generations 
made no effort to mark their holy places, be- 
cause their faith was so intense that the apoca- 
lypse often seemed imminent. These are the 
Marys. These are the ones who lived so im- 
mediately in God’s presence that there was 
no 5-year-plan, no 10-year-plan, no perma- 
nent endowment fund. 

But as the Christian faith stretched into 
the ages, the builders took over. They sought 
permanence, they built vast structures which 
they hoped would convey by their very 


to move us now, even now, in our 


ostmodern society. 
In stone, in creed, in music, these are the 


achievements of the great builders. And 
certainly, each of these towering achieve- 
ments has the power to inspire us, to uplift 
us, to educate us, to make us feel humility 
in the Lord’s presence. 

But 150 years ago, when our brothers and | 
sisters in the evangelical movement asked 
what is essential to our faith, they embraced 
none of these achievements. They turned 
away from the great cathedrals. They set 
aside the great documents of religious 


injustice — halfway across the world. And I 
issue to you this challenge: can you find a | 
single Armenian family in the diaspora to- 
day whose lives have not been directly 
touched by the spirit of these pioneers? 

I believe that spirit still animates the 
AMAA today. 

But as we grow, as the AMAA becomes 
richer, its missions more ambitious, its reach 
more extensive, I wonder, what is to become 


enced.” Dr. Najarian and her team made 
their way to the remote village and then they 
wondered, where is the need greatest, where 


| do we begin? And so they went into one of 


the schools, and they assembled the teach- 
ers, and they asked them a simple question: 
how do we help you? And one of the teach- 
ers said, “Just the fact that you have come 
all the way here, all the way to Ashotsk, is 


the appropriate measure of our success? 
What we learn from the story of Martha and | 
Mary is that the numbers, the budgets, the 
buildings — none of these ultimately matter 
in God’s eyes. What will make the AMAA 


dogma. They began to explore new forms 
of religious expression and sacred music, | 


a success or failure in the new millennium 


enough. We will find a way to survive.” 
The Great Physician now is near, And when 


| we feel ourselves in the immediacy of Christ’s 


love, when we feel God’s abiding presence, 
when we feel ourselves at Christ’s feet, we too 
say, we will find a way to survive. For 1700 


her guests, it’s time to go home.” Clearly, : 
| ahead, will we be Mary, or will we be 


poor Martha was one of these ladies. | 

Why couldn’t Christ see the injustice of | Martha? Will ours be a mission in which 
what was happening to her? Martha didn’t | W share the love of God in immediate and | 
enjoy cooking and cleaning. But she sacri- | powerful ways? Or will we be so busy with | And what did their labors create? In Paris 
ficed to make His visit more comfortable. | the work of the church that we forge ctodtay we can see Notre Dame Cathedral, 
Why did Christ praise Mary, and criticize | one thing, of which we are all in need? “Suikeih the early centuries of this millen- 
Martha? This is, of course, an age of milest uilt by masons who laid foundation 


| greatness some sense of God’s majesty. 
| They coined the phrase, laborare est orare 
- to labor is to pray. These were the Marthas. 


years this has been the witness of the Arme- 
nian people. This is the gift we have to share 
with the nations. This is why Armenians are 
and should always be missionaries. 9 


is whether each of us, each of us in this sanc- 
tuary, has a personal relationship with God, 
and whether, in everything we do in our 
lives, we convey God’s love, offer God’s 


outside of the received tradition. Why? | 
Why did they eschew all that was magnifi- | 
cent and magisterial? They did so because | 
they sensed that as great as all of these cre- | 
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Fs avid Tor ed al (left) preaching at the Armenian Evangelical Church of Vanatzor. 
eter Nigoghosian translates his message into Armenian. 


Leeann | 


afford the $70 US for a skin graft and was | 
waiting on the AMAA (Armenian Mission- 
ary Association of America) support list for 
the operation. An orphan boy, God bless | 
him, had goiter, an inflammation of the | 4 hours by car, north of Yerevan) under the 
glands in his throat, and was choking for | direction of Pastor Samuel Giragosian. Pe- 
weeks because he didn’t have the $50 US to | ter Nigosian (Toronto) was replacing him 
have the glands removed so I paid it. An- | while he was at camp for the summer and I 
other boy couldn’t go to school because he | was assisting Peter in counseling and Visi- 
had no clothes to wear, his parents were both | tations. Peter spoke most Sunday mornings 
bedridden and could not work. All he | and seven people made commitments of 
needed was $50 US to clothe him for the | faith in Christ. Peter is well respected by 
year so I paid it. | the church community. I had an opportu- 
The collapse of the Soviet Union has left | nity to give my testimony on one Sunday. | 
Armenia without infrastructure. Factories | helped the music director to set up their new 
are closed, street lights are burned out, un- | synthesizer and taught them how it works. 
finished high-rise buildings stand as they | 1 led a small group at a summer camp in 
were left ten years ago, yet the people are Stepanakert (Karabagh) for teenage children 
rebuilding the country literally from the from the area, most of whom were orphans. 
ground up. The water fountains are being | Even though I had difficulties with the lan- 
fixed and the flower beds getting cleaned | guage, I was made to feel welcome and I 
up. The people have micro—businesses and felt part of the group, which was important 
sell their wares in local markets. They are | to me. The children are so obliging and so 
learning on their own, as there are few men- | full of affection that you cannot feel out of 
tors, role models and entrepreneurs to guide place. The young people all help out much 
them. Armenia is in transition and in five | more than they do in Canada. I was quite 
years you will not see the outward signs of touched by their dedication. 
these struggles. Both Peter and I had the opportunity to 
Needs are so great! The money that is | give a small word of encouragement at the 
donated to the (Armenian Missionary As- | baptism of 154 new believers at Lake Sevan. 
sociation of America) goes directly to the | They were all dressed in white, and what a 
people. I’ve seen it. They are doing good | sight to see! We participated by taking them 
work of helping people spiritually and physi- | four-at-a-time to be baptized that afternoon, 
cally. | am proud to be a servant with the | as an outward testimony of their inward sal- 
AMAA in Christ’s service. [love the people | vation in Christ. 


of Armenia, and I have been bitten by the 
“Armenia Bug” (the kind that makes you 
want to go back, to serve). 

I was stationed in the city of Vanatzor (2 


One modest project the AMAA had in 
Yerevan was publishing a new Armenian 
hymnal for the use of all the Evangelical and 
Baptist Churches in Armenia. I purchased 
and configured a computer workstation to 
record, edit, and print music from a synthe- 
sizer (keyboard). Then I showed the music 
pastor, David Torosian (Bethel Baptist 
Church in Yerevan), how to use it. In the 
mornings Peter and I prayed before leaving 
the house and God blessed our day by bring- 
ing the right people across our paths to get 
our tasks done. God’s timing was amazing! 

Peter and I visited his relatives and their 
friends. He went through the “Evangelism 
Explosion” program in Armenian, while I 
was prompting him in English, on how to 
have assurance of salvation in their lives. 
The complete family (all 8) from the grand- 
parents to the grandchildren made profes- 
sions of salvation in Christ Jesus that night. 
What a blessing! 

Peter and I witnessed at the A&L Busi- 
ness Center (Vanatzor), a non-profit small 
business association that helps companies 
in the province of Lori establish good busi- 
ness practices. They have a small computer 
network that links up the government, librar- 
ies, businesses and individuals to the 
internet, which facilitates communications 
locally and throughout the world. A&L has 
secured my services as a computer consult- 
ant and I am in the process of gathering up a 
proposal to establish further applications to 
benefit the business community, and indi- 
rectly the people. 

There are many opportunities to witness 
and people are open to hearing the gospel. 
Some understand, others know only their 
traditions, and still others don’t know in their 
heart what to believe. For seventy years they 
have been blinded by communism, the 
church has been suppressed, people have 
forgotten their Christian roots as they are 

lost in daily struggles. Now cults of all types 
are moving in, misleading the people, and 
causing confusion. It is time for the harvest 
in Armenia, and its people have never been 
so open to salvation. 

I praise God for all of the prayers that sus- 
tained me and Peter throughout this trip. We 

| were blessed the entire time and I felt God’s 
leading us daily. His timing is perfect. I 
| want to return next summer and work in 
Armenia again. Maybe others can plan to 
come too! They need our support; they re- 
ally need it. 7 > — 


San Francisco Church Sends Youth Group for Mission 


Work in Armenia 


EF: the past several summer, members 
of the Youth Group of the Calvary Ar- 
menian Congregational church of San Fran- 
cisco have undertaken mission trips to Ar- 
menia. This year’s participants were Sam 
Albarian, Nishan Khoshafian, Ara 
Kullukian, Nora Minassian and Armen 
Simonian. They spent three weeks in Ar- 
menia last July, serving as facilitators in the 
AMAA’s Vacation Bible School program. 
They were assigned to the towns of hrazdan 
and Pureghavan, where they worked with 
children between the ages of six and twelve. 
The following excerpts from a report sub- 
mitted to the AMAAby the young “mission- 
aries” illustrate their experiences in Armenia. 
“Our work began in earnest the second 
week with the children in Hrazdan, and we 
finally realized that yes, there is a lot to be 
done! The young children that were so happy 
to be hearing the Word of God. They were 
so enthusiastic. Our experience with local 
people was very different from what one en- 
counters in the United States. We would walk 
on the streets and meet people and they’d 
want to hear what we were saying. ~ 
“I feel that we accomplished the most dur- 
ing the final week. We were ina small town 
called Pureghavan, a city where the AMAA 
is starting an outreach effort for the first 


Christ has done for all of us..” 


time. The children did not know much about 
Jesus. They really needed to hear the mes- 
sage we were bringing. In a few days they 
were singing songs and reciting Psalms, and 
hopefully learning the good news of what | 


“It’s very encouraging to be part of this 


The San Francisco Church youth team in Armenia. Back row (L to R): Sam Albarian 
Armen Simounian, Nishan Khoshafian. Front row (L to R): Tamar Paylakian, Nora 
Minassian and Ara Kullukian. 


kind of work, seeing firsthand what people 
need and trying to help them meet those 
needs. We should all pray for the groups 
that continue to go and work there, and for 
all the children we worked with, so that they 
remember what they learned and they con- 
tinue to grow in Christ.” 0 
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Dedication of the New Facilities 
of the Decines Church 


multipurpose room for: 
° Children (meeting on Wednesdays from 
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.) 


n Sunday, November 14, 1999, the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Decines, France celebrated the 70" anniver- 
sary of its founding, and held the dedication 
of its renovated premises. About 270 people 
attended this service of thanksgiving, 
which was enlived by the large number of 
the Decines congregation and by the many 
Armenian Evangelical pastors present. 
The expansion of the premises filled a 
need that had been felt for several years — a 


2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.) 
° Sunday School (meeting form 9:30 a.m. 
to 10:30 a.m.) 
° Monthly meetings of church members. 
The project initially called for the con- 
struction of a room, 55 square meters, at a 
cost of FF250,000. Thanks to the generos- 
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| 
° Teenagers (meeting on Saturdays from _ 


| ity of donors, for an additional FF200,000, 
the church was able to renovate its old build- 
ing (the roof, facade, main entrance, insula- 
tion, movable partition, electric wiring, heat- 
ing system, toilets, floor tiles and railings). 
The total cost came to FF450,000 of which 
| the AMAA contributed US$24,000 (about 
FF150,000). 

At the dedication service the offering 
amounted to FF20,000. This sum made pos- 
_ sible the renovation of the kitchen of the 
| church. 

The church in Decines is a branch con- 
gregation of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Lyon. The pastor of the church 

| is Rev. Krikor Khayiguian. O 


CHRISTMAS 


IN ARMENIA 


AMAA-Sponsored Christmas 
Programs in Armenia 


ach year, for the past several years, the 
Armenian Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA) has celebrated Christmas | 
and proclaimed the Christmas message in 
Armenia through a series of special pro- | 
grams presented throughout the country. 
Last December and January (Christmas in 
Armenia falls on January 6) 58 AMAA 
Christmas programs — 48 in Armenia and 
ten in Karabagh — were held in 33 cities and 
towns in Armenia and six in Karabagh. The 
programs were attended, in aggregate, by 
more than 20,000 children, and numerous 
parents. Over 13,000 children received 
Christmas presents, which included an ac- 
tivity booklet with Christmas themes. 
Each program featured a children’s choir, 
recitations, a musical drama depicting the | 
nativity, a playlet with a Christian theme and | 
a celebration of Armenia’s Christian heri- 
tage. The programs were supervised and 


first exposure to the Christmas story and for 
many more it was their only celebratory ac- 
tivity during the Christmas season. 

Mr. Nercessian concluded his report on 
these Christmas programs with the follow- 
ing words: “The AMAA Christmas pro- 
grams bring blessings to both children and 
adults. These programs offer unique oppor- 
tunities to speak about the saving grace of 
Jesus Christ, and demonstrate the reality 
about God’s love. On behalf of the thou- 
sands of children and adults who attended 
our Christmas programs this year, our 
AMAA Armenia staff joins me in express- 
ing deep gratitude to those who helped us 
through their prayers, loving labors and fi- 
nancial gifts.” O 


directed by a large number of local AMAA | 


staff and volunteer supporters, including 
local Sunday School children and children’s 
choirs. Coordinating the entire effort were 
Mr. Harout Nercessian, AMAA Deputy 


| 
| 


ee 


Evangelical Youth of Yerevan 
Hold Special Christmas Ca paign 


Evangelical Youth visiting a shut-in lady in Yerevan on Christmas eve. 
cheer to elderly people and needy families. 

The members and leaders of the Yerevan 
Church Youth Group visited shut-ins and des- 


his year, the youth group of the 
Evangelical Church of Armenia 1n 
Christmas holiday with 


rked the 3 
Yerevan ma f spreading Christmas 


a special campaign 0 


| love, smiles, voices and good will. Although 
' some elderly people were initially hesitant 
| to open their doors, they were all ultimately 
happy to have been remembered. One of the 
visited elderly ladies who has a terminal ill- 
ness and no relatives, expressed her gratitude 
for the loving spirit of the youth with emo- 
tional praises to God. Many of the destitute 
families were also given Christmas gifts. 

All the participating youth were blessed 
| by the experience, and they became a bless- 
ing to others with their prayers, scripture 
readings and Christmas carols. They all 
served as an effective way of providing en- 
couragement, fellowship, love and hope to 
people who otherwise live in a constant state 
of hopelessness and helplessness. 

The real spirit of Christmas was both ex- 
perienced and expressed through this special 
Christmas campaign. Every participating 
youth was touched by the Spirit, and every 
visited person felt God’s love and grace. 

The AMAA, which helped organize the 
youth group, has a year-round visitation 
program to train young boys and girls for 
Christian ministry, to give them a chance to 
make a difference in their community, and 
to provide them with an opportunity to have a 


titute families, and shared with them their | 


positive Christian witness in their society. 
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AMAA Clinic in Yerevan Offers 


Representative in Armenia, and Mrs. Tamar | 
Vasoyan, an AMAA Christian Education | 
Worker in Armenia. | 

Local authorities in most towns welcomed | 
the Christmas programs and many attended | 
in person. In most cities and towns the | 
AMAA programs were the only public cel- | 
ebration of Christmas and its message. For | 
many children, these programs were their 
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Various Health Care Services 


n 1999, the AMAA’s clinic in Yerevan 
was expanded to include a physician, 
dentist, psychologist, pharmacist and recep- 
Packs to a generous donation by Nerses 
and Arpine Aynilian of Fort Lee, NJ, the clinic 
is nOW housed in a permanent building, next 
to the Yerevan headquarters of the Bcmeniay 
Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA). The clinic operates Monday 
through Friday from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 
Its director is Dr. Nazeli Sarkissian, who is 
also the clinic’s ee ee 
ing the past three mon 
vevisied 7163 times by about 170 paueur 
Most of the patients have chronic alInES¥e% 
such as hypertension, heart disease, peptic 


ths, the clinic 


ulcer, diabetes, etc. Most patients are eld- 
erly and cannot afford to buy the medica- 


tion they need. 

Dr. Souren Tchshmaritian, the clinic’s 
dentist, reports that during the past three 
months 315 children were treated in the 
course of 400 visits. The dental clinic is 
currently dedicated to providing dental 
checkups and treatment to all of the chil- 
dren in the AMAA’s Child Sponsorship 
Program. 

These children come from families that are 
among the neediest in Armenia. In virtually 
all cases, the AMAA’s dental clinic is their 
only access to dental care and treatment. 

Dr. Ara Chalikian, the clinic’s psycholo- 
gist, also limits his practice, for the time 
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being, to children in the AMAA’s Child 
Sponsorship Program and their families. 
During the past three months he provided 
psychological treatment to 17 children in 
the course of 44 sessions. He also provides 
counseling to members of the children’s 
families. 

The clinic also manages the “Isomil” 
(milk substitute) program that provides 
Isomil for infants who cannot tolerate milk. 
Clinic members review applications for the 
program and periodically visit the families 
to establish the need for Isomil. Those who 
meet the requirements are enrolled in the 
program and provided with a supply of 
Isomil on a regular basis. The program 
covers 400 infants in Armenia and 150 in 
Karabagh. 

The AMAA’s clinic provides its services 
without charge to children (and their fami- 
lies) in the Association’s Child Sponsor- 
ship Program, local residents, and poor 
people, whose needs often exceed the re- 
sources that the clinic offers. 0 


THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 


The Evangelical Seminary of 
Armenia has a New Building 


by Guevork Guevorkian 


A the beginning of the curr 


AMAA Representatives in Armenia 
Visit West Coast 


ent academic year the Evangeli 
A cal Theological Seminary of Armenia (TSh) alae ie a 

| new building, which was purchased by the eae a ae ie 

| ceremony and the dedication of this new facility to ae ei 

September 20, 1999. The event was attended by the stu 

| 


i 


4 Armenian Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA) was held on the West 
Coast. Participating in that meeting were 
the AMAA’s representatives in Armenia, 
Rev. Dr. René Léonian and Mr. Harout 

Nercessian. Following the meeting, Mr. | 
Nercessian spent five weeks visiting the 
Armenian Evangelical church and lay 
leaders and organizations in Los Angeles, 
Fresno and San Francisco. He delivered 
sermons at Sunday services and gave talks 
— illustrated with a video —about the 
AMAA’s activities in Armenia. He also 


met with individuals and groups in private 
homes. 


L ast October, the annual meeting of the | 


i d. Guevork Guevorkian, in | | 
ts from Armenia and abroa ark a rk 
Reon h. mentioned that the new building of the Sem1 Ta : 


ough the generosity of the \\ 
Fund. He also expressed Z 


his opening speec : 
nary is a gift the Lord has given thr 
AMAA and the UCBWM Donchian a eat 
his desire to see this new facility as a place ny sae lonillea 
gelical ministers will get their theological eae Nae 
to the field better prepared for the task of i ae sessed 
René Léonian gave a brief history of the wi: ian Eee 
the academic programs offered by ETS + io add a Master of 
that the Board of the Seminary has decide : soankes Sa 
Arts in Theology program starting Septem e Paatonietes 
Avanesyan, the President of the Union of ace am ll 
in Armenia, focused on the importance of Bie net privie 
the students. “Each student,” he said, “who ae Beal Bint 
lege of studying in this Seminary, ought to 8 


fi 


God’s kingdom.” Mr. Sergey Vardanian, mate Y his Seminary, 
Rees aT SAG queen ae eee i ee the heavenly 
where, under the sight of biblical Mount : re ih the program | 
and earthly realities are united. Other participa Te bette ‘unto 
included Rev. Megerdich Karagoezian, the ee eae ie 
of the Armenian Evangelical Churches 10 the 


otikian, 
aa : - Rey, Vahan To 

tof AMAA; R rc A 5 phi 5 eee 
Andrew Torigian, the Presidegt elical Union of North The new building of the Evangelical Theological Seminary of 
the Moderator of the Armenian Evang y 0 


i f the Ar- NPV AGy hove): 1 Mr. 
: resentative (0) Armenian (above); and Mt 
America; Rev. Fr. Nishan Keheyan, the rep Rev. Movses | 


as 
menian Catholic Church. The main Ra a and the Secre- 
Janbazian, the Executive Director of the / 


Mr. Nercessian’s purpose was to dis- 
seminate information about the AMAA’s 
programs in Armenia, answer questions 
and talk to individuals who expressed an 
interest in serving in Armenia. His ser- 
mons and presentations were well received 
by his audiences and enhanced their 
awareness of the extent of spiritual and 
physical needs of our people in Armenia 
and what the AMAA was doing to meet 
those needs. Mr. Nercessian also sounded 
out individuals involved in education to 
see if they had any interest in serving in 


Andy Torigian, President of AMAA, 


cutting the traditional inaugural ribbon. 


]. Rev. Jan-bazian | Christ. If you have not come to Christ, then your studies and 


: ; d Counci iG studi 
& lical tary of the Armenian Ey Ne the Lord for this Semi- | ministry is meaningless; we have nothing to offer you in this semi- 
“i ca a f 7 e J i ’ ; ‘ 
rmenia, particularly at the Evangelica aa “Brothers and sisters, we praise oa areal! We express | nary. Jesus first called His disciples, and when they came to 
‘ WAY Lys | v r 4 


Theological Seminary of Armenia in 
Yerevan. 
Before flying back to Armenia, Mr. 
Nercessian spent a week on the East Coast. 
Based at the AMAA Headquarters in | 
Paramus, NJ, he conferred with the 
AMAA’s Executive Director and met with 
a number of people who are active or po- 
tential supporters of AMAA programs in 
Armenia. 0 


nary. We p raise God formalne d indirectly helped us to 
he thanks to all those who directly ee i Rey Yuri Avanes- | 
e a % 6 a 

: - dr Among these peoP 

ealize our dream. ; Léonian, Mr. Harout | 
ie Dr, Yeghia Babikian, Rev. Rene Pele abanian 
Ge an Mr, Guevork Guevorkian and Mr. Mike bata . 

sian, Mr 


| Him, He taught them and then commissioned them. 


"Dear students, prior to everything, come to Christ with hu- 
mility and great faith; come to Him with honest commitment to 
Him and His Kingdom. Only if you come to Christ, will this 
Seminary become a blessing to you and to our churches.” 


No er with gratitude the encouragement and gener- 


‘ememb é ec 
Weise ie received from the United Church Board fo1 World 
ous SUP]: 


Ministries. dt te | en wate oh 
ic is important, seminary 
"Beloved, theological education p | 


ing 1s important, the academic program Is had hed fs | 
all these will mean nothing if you, the students, ee wie Se | 
stand that before preaching and teaching the gospe ‘ ou bg ‘i 
come to Jesus Christ. First, it is necessary to come to Jesus | 


ee 
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After the prayer of dedication, offered by Rev. Janbazian, the 
guests had a chance to see the building and talk with the stu- 
dents. The new facility offers new possibilities for extra-curricu- 
lar activities in the Seminary. Beside the regular classes, the Semi- 
nary can assume an active role in leadership development and 
training of church workers through seminars, lectures and re- 
treats. O 


NEWS AND NOTES 


Rev. Tootikian Honored 


Rey. Vahan Tootikian, D. Min., pastor of | 
the Aymenian Congregational Church of | 
Greater Detroit, was honored at a testimo- | 
nial banquet on the 40" anniversary of his 
pastoral service. This event took place on 
October 10, 1999, at the Armenian Con- 
gregational Church Hall in Southfield, MI. | 

Brief testimonials and tributes were given | 
to Rev. Tootikian by twelve participants, | 
including, the Rev. Karl V. Avakian, Minis- | 
ter to the Armenian Evangelical Union of | 
North America (AEUNA); the Rev. Harry | 
Missirlian, Minister Emeritus to AEUNA; 
Dr. Richard Marburger, Chairman and MC; 
Dr. Robert Kachadourian, Vice Chair and | 


Vice MC; Mayor Donal Fracassi; the Very | 


Rey. Navasart Marodyan; the Very Rev. 
Anton Saroyan; the Rev. Fr. Garabed 
Kichakian, Deacon David Terzibashian; Dr. 
Charles Chambers, President of Lawrence 
Institute of Technology and Ara 
Kachadourian. 

The AMAA presented a Certificate of 
Appreciation plaque to Rev. Tootikian, com- 
mending him for his loyal service to the 
Armenian Evangelical Church. 

In recognition of Rev. Tootikian’s service 
to his church, the Armenian Evangelical 
Union of North America and the Armenian 
Congregational Church of Greater Detroit 
have established an endowment fund, “The 


AMAC Holds 15th Anniversary Banquet 


(L. to R.) Pastor John Melkonian, Mrs. Kohar Khatchikian, Rev. Movses B. Janbazian, 
Rev. Mher Khatchikian, Mrs. Vartouhie Jizmejian and Mr. Mihran Jizmejian. 


The Armenian Missionary Association of Canada (AMAC) held its 15" anniversary 
meeting and banquet on December 4, 1999, at the Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Montreal, Canada. At the afternoon business meeting, the AMAC’s budget of $88,000 
for the year 2000 was approved, as was a proposal to share the cost of starting an 


| Armenian Evangelical fellowship in Ottawa. The highlight of the evening’s well- 


attended banquet was a talk by Rev. Movses Janbazian, Executive Director of the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America, and the showing of a video depicting 
the Association’s projects in Armenia. 0 


Sister Churches 


The Missions Committee of the United Armenian Cong'l Church (UACC) of Hollywood, 
CA, has selected the Armenian Evangelical Church of Nor Marash in Beirut, Lebanon, as its 
first sister church. Many members of the UACC are from the Middle East and are familiar 
with the Nor Marash church. 

The two churches will exchange prayer calendars, newsletters and activity reports. The 
UACC also plans to provide financial support for specific programs of its sister church, starting 
this year with a donation to help revitalize the Beirut church’s Sunday School program. 0 


Avedis Soghomonian, 101 Years Old 

Born in Marash, Turkey, on December 25, 1898, Avedis Soghomonian of Dearborn, 
MI, celebrated his 101st birthday last Christmas. 

Now living in St. Sarkis Towers in Dearborn, he attributes his longevity to living a true 
Christian life. 
| Soghomonian came to the United States when he was 38, in October 1937. He had at- 
| tempted to come earlier With family members, he sailed to the United States as a young boy, 
| but was turned away by immigration officials at Ellis Island because of an eye infection. 
Soghomonian went to France and was almost 39 years old before he returned to the 


United States and was admitted. 
| Ironically, even though he spoke just his native Armenian and some French. He was 


AEUNA Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian Arme- | 


nian Heritage Endowment Fund”, whose 
purpose is “to preserve our precious Arme- 
nian Heritage through publishing books, 


preparing Christian Education curricula, | 
organizing cultural programs, and present- 


ing lectures on Armenian literature, art, 
music and culture.” O 


drafted by the U.S. Army. 

He served about six weeks before the military realized the problem and gave him an 
honorable discharge. He then went to work in the defense Industry. 

His proudest moment came when he was sworn in as a U.S citizen. Soghomonian made 
his living as a tailor and later retired from America Beauty Iron Co. 

He was an avid traveler; taking many trips to Europe, South America and Mexico. 

Soghomonian never married. He has a niece and a nephew living in the area. 
He has been a faithful supporter of the AMAA for many years. 0 


| 


| 


| 
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President Robert Kocharian Visits 
UAECNE 


the Leadership of 


by Paul Haidostian 


rmenian President Mr. Robert 
Kocharian, during a three day state 
visit to Lebanon, paid a special visit to the 
headquarters of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church in the Middle East on Wednesday, 
February 16, 2000. There, he was met by 
the President of the Union of the Armenian 
Evangelical Churches in the Near East 
(UAECNE), the Rev. Megrdich 
Karagoezian, Chairman of the Central Com- 
mittee the Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian, Leba- 
nese Deputy Mr. Apraham Dedeyan, 
Haigazian University President Rev. Dr. 
John Khanjian, Rev. Soghomon Kilaghbian, 
Rev. Robert Sarkissian, and Dr. Yervant 
Kassouny. 
On his way through the courtyard, Presi- 
dent Kocharian was greeted by enthusiastic 
delegations representing all Armenian 
Evangelical schools in Lebanon, youth or- 
ganizations and Haigazian University, and 
to their excitement he paused before them 
for a minute and gave a few encouraging 
comments. \ 
During the meeting, the Rev. Karagoezian 
greeted President Kocharian and the accom- 
panying official delegation warmly on be- 
half of the Armenian Evangelical Churches 
in Lebanon, Syria, Iran, Egypt, Turkey, 
Greece, and Australia. Rev. Karagoezian 
thanked President Kocharian for his visit 
highlighting His Excellency's efforts to up- 
hold liberty and democracy im Armenia, and 
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Left to right: 
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leadership in strengthening the | 
Armenia and the Diaspora. He 
entioned the case of Lebanon 
ese citizens of Armenian de- 
| the rights and privileges that 
uaranteed by the Constitution, the | 
ou me being the Armenian schools, 
BAW es, and institutions which actively | 
participate in the rebuilding of Lebanon and | 
its vitality. 
After cone 
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scent enjoy al 
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Mr. Vartan Oskanian, President Robert Kocharian, Rev. Megrdich 


Dr. Khanjian to present the armor of 
Haigazian University to the President, as a 
token of the love that ties the only Arme- 
nian university in the Diaspora to the moth- 
erland. President Kocharian, in his turn, ex- 
pressed his joy for being with his Armenian 
Evangelical hosts, greatly appreciated the 
positive mission and contribution of the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Church in Armenia and 


_ elsewhere, and honored the leadership of the 
juding his remarks, Rev. | 
ented President Kocharian | 
ative gift and then asked | 


UAECNE with a distinguished Armenian 
work of art, a copper embossment by 
Anatoly Avedian.O 


eminary in Baltimore, Maryland, will 
0). 


iden 
the Church." (Monday, March 27, 2000). 


29, 2000). 


tor of Bible Translation a Division of the United Bible Society based in Strasbourg, 
the Bible into Armenian Over the Centuries." (Friday, May 12, 2000). 


AA Headquarters (31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ) at 6:30 p.m. For direc- 
call (201) 265-2607. All are cordially invited to attend. 


RES MARK THE EPOCHAL YEAR 2000 
and Ethics at Loyola College in Maryland, and on the faculty of the Ecu- 


t of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, will speak on "Survival or Revival: 


of the State University of Armenia in Yerevan, will discuss "Early Chris- 
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Zupnu wqgh nc Unipp Spfp: 


9297-?)00 


AMAA NEWS, JAN/FEB 2000 ie 


OBITUARIES 


Margaret Vahanian Dervishian | was sent by the School’s Board to the British | 


Bom Aug. 4, 1911, 
Margaret passed 
away Jan. 19, 2000. 
She was a resident 
of the Fresno area 
for 55 years. Her 
husband of 51 
years, Garabed G. 
Dervishian, pre- 
ceded her in death. 
Margaret was born 
in Armenia, where at the age of four, she lost 
her parents along with most of her family 
members during the Turkish massacre. She 
spent her childhood years in the Danish Birds' 
Nest Orphanage in Beirut, Lebanon. As a 


young woman, she designed and fashioned | 
knotted dresses in Paris, France. Margaret | 


journeyed to Tijuana, Mexico in 1933 to marry 
her belovedy@arabed. Margaret and Garebed 
moved to the Fresno area in 1944, where they 
worked together in farming and commercial 
investments. 

Margaret is survived by her children George 

and wife, JoAnn Dervishian Armen 
Dervishian, Hazel and her husband, Pat 
Campbell, and Rose Dolarian; 11 grandchil- 
dren and 19 great-grandchildren. 
: Funeral service was held at the Holy Trin- 
ity Armenian Apostolic Church on Monday, 
January 24, 200. Interment followed at Masis 
Ararat Cemetery. 


Yester Shirajian (nee Mugrditchian) 
by Nora S. Copeland 


Yester Shirajian, 
my mother, a survi- 
vor of the 1915 Ar- 
menian Genocide 
and the later 1920- 
21 Turkish deporta- 
tions, passed away 
on December 3, 
1999 in Larnaca, 
Cyprus. 

Mother was born 


Syrian Training College in Beirut, Lebanon 


| where she also graduated with honors and re- | 


ceived her Higher Diploma for Teachers. 
Mother then returned to the American High 
School for Girls as a teacher where she taught 
various subjects for six years. Of necessity 
teaching some subjects in which she was not 
formally trained, she adopted as her own the 


| motto of a former teacher: “You learn, you 


teach.” This motto served her well through- 
out her lifetime. An excellent teacher, she was 
loved and respected by both students and staff, 
and she also served the Armenian community 
as a Sunday School teacher, Christian En- 
deavor leader, and able speaker at women’s 
meetings on a variety of subjects. 

Yester’s Aleppo years concluded with her 
marriage to Dr. Eliazar Shirajian, son of Rev. 


for his humanitarian enterprises. After their 


| wedding, they settled in Rayak, Lebanon, 


where father practiced dentistry. They moved 
to Beirut in 1948. 
Mother served the Armenian Evangelical 


| College in Beirut from 1953 to 1985. The es- 


tablishment, development and growth of the 
College Library was achieved through her 
untiring dedication and effort. It was known 
throughout her years of service as the best of 
all the elementary and high school libraries in 
the area. In addition to 30 years as College 


in Marash, Turkey to Minas Mugrditchian and 
Mihranoush Nalbandian, parents who instilled 


in their children Yester, Youhanna and | 
Berjouhie their strong beliefs in Christian prin- | 


ciples, education and lifelong learning. 


The family settled in Aleppo, Syria in 1922, | 
having lost everything during the Genocide 
and deportations. Despite advice from well- | 
meaning relatives to have mother learn to be a 
dressmaker and help alleviate the family’s fi- | 
nancial difficulties, her parents decided to send 
her to school. She graduated from the Ameri- | 
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| Librarian, she served as Dean of Women and 
| taught home economics, home nursing, mu- 
| sic appreciation, Bible, algebra and other sub- 


| ‘ects. For her the word ‘impossible’ did not 


| 
| In 1973, the Board presented her with a gold 
| medal honoring her first 26 years of service 
and achievement. In 1985, it bestowed upon 
| her the title of “Librarian Emeritus.” 
Mother was an excellent teacher, for many 
| years dedicating her life to developing young 
Armenian minds. Numerous letters from 
former students praise her efforts. In addition, 
she was a leader in the Armenian Community 
and the Armenian Evangelical Church and was 
much in demand as a speaker. She was a pio- 
neer advocate for the betterment of women, 
speaking out with intelligence and compassion 
| on subjects critical to women’s welfare before 
| it was fashionable or commonplace to do so. 
Above all, my mother had an unwavering 
| faith in God which allowed her to live a full 
Christian life and to be a loving and wise wife, 


Aharon Shirajian, a pastor noted and respected | 


exist, and she did her best in all she attempted. | 


Prof. Levon M. Karamanugian 
Prof. Levon M. 
Karamanougian 
was born in 1922 in 
Aleppo, Syria, into 
the family of 
Movses and Beatrice 
Karamanougian. 
He started his edu- 
cation at the Arme- 
nian Evangelical 
Emmanuel School, 
after which he attended Aleppo College. In 
1939, he moved with his family to Beirut, 
Lebanon, where he pursued his education at 
the American University of Beirut (AUB), 
majoring in chemistry. He earned his 
bachelor’s degree in 1947. Then he entered 
AUB’s School of Pharmacy, after which he 
earned a master of science degree. 

For nearly four decades, Prof. 
Karamanougian remained a faithful servant to 
his favorite vocation, lecturing and teaching 
in the following schools: AUB’s Pharmaceu- 
tical School (1947-1974), Haigazian College 
(1955 — 1979), AGBU’s Hovakim Manougian 
Secondary School (1954 - 1975), and for lesser 
periods at AUB’s School of Nursing, and the 
Armenian Evangelical College. 

Within his specialty, botanical chemistry, he 
wrote a number of studies, which were pub- 
lished in AUB’s scientific reviews. He also 
prepared and marketed several plant-based 
medications. 
| Prof. Karamanougian was not active in 
| public life. He rarely consented to deliver lec- 
| tures outside educational circles. He also stood 
| aloof from political life. 

Prof. Karamanougian, during his entire ca- 
reer, remained a generous man, an exemplary 
lecturer, and a consientious teacher. 

Haigazian College became his adoptive 
child. With undivided devotion he strove for 
its advancement. He was not only the found- 
ing lecturer of its department of botany and 
chemistry, but also, the originator of the other 
laboratories. The quick rise and the attained 
prestige of Haigazian College was often linked 
to Prof. Karamanougian’s name. 
| Haigazian College became both Prof. 
| Karamanougian’s love and deep concern. To 


| 


mother, teacher and friend. 


| Lucille Gulesserian and Nora Copeland, and 


Gulesserian. 
She has touched the lives on many, and she 
will he lone and affectionately remembered. 


Yester Shirajian is survived by her children, | 


her grandchildren, Eileen and Doreen | 


| him it was important that it is obvious why 

| the college be open to all, regardless of race 

| and religion. The College started with sixty 
students, and grew to six hundred students. 

| As an educator-lecturer, he was awarded a 

medal of merit by AGBU’s Hovakim 

| Manougian ‘School and UAECNE Central 
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Committee. 

In the early seventies, however, Prof. Kara- 
manougian had set up his own pharmacy in 
Lebanon. After five years, however, the civil 
war in Lebanon obliged him to move his fam- 
ily to Los Angeles, USA. There he had to pre- 
pare for the required exams in order to start a 
new pharmacy, which became his final haven. 

Prof. Karamanougian was married and was 
the father of four children. After a short ill- 
ness, he died on June 27, 1999. The funeral 
service was held Friday, July 2, 1999, in the 
United Armenian Congregational Church. On 
this sad occasion, he was eulogized by Mr. 
Melkon Arslanian, Prof. Kevork Kherlopian, 
Rev. A. Chaparian, and Rev. B. Darakjian. 
Many telegrams of condolences were read that 
were sent by the Haigazian University, the 
Armenian Evangelical College, AGBU’S Edu- 
cational Committee of Lebanon, Rev. Vartkes 
Kassouny, and Dr. Yervant Kassouny. 

Prof. L. Karamanougian had a full life and 
brought forth a rich harvest. 0 
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——_—_———SSsS 
The AMAA Board of Directors and staff 
wish to extend their heartfelt condolences 
to the families of the following deceased 
friends whose names were submitted to 
us for publication in the AMAA News: 


Tutunjian, Henry 
Troy, NY 

* Boole, Elaine 
Watertown, MA 
Barsumian, Rev. Calvin 


Sept. 8, 1999 


Novy. 11, 1999 


Lyon, France Dec. 9, 1999 
* Seferian, Alfred 
Troy, NY Dec. 9, 1999 


* Manoukian, Charles Leon 
Watertown, MA Dec. 15, 1999 
* Krikorian, Edwin 
Pensacola, FL 
Anders, Walter 
Miami, FL 
Missakian, Betty 


Dec. 27, 1999 


Dec. 31, 1999 


La Canada, CA Dec. 1999 
* Hartunian, Nevart 

Englewood, NJ Jan. 1, 2000 
* Chaderjian, Yervant 

Fresno, CA Jan. 9, 2000 
* Garabedian, Rose 

Fresno, CA Jan. 18, 2000 
* Dervishian, Margaret 

Fresno, CA Jan. 19, 2000 


* Khatchikian, Samuel 


Montreal, Canada 
Hatch, Stella 


Jan. 21, 2000 


Philadelphia, CA Jan. 30, 2000 
Mirak, John 
Arlinton, MA Jan. 31, 2000 


* Koligian, Vaughn 


Fresno, CA 


* Bedrosian, Elizabeth 


Fresno, CA 
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* Toroian, Andy 


Fresno, CA 


| * Amirkhanian, Peter 


San Carlos, CA 


* Minassian, Beatrice 


* 


Memorials designated for AMAA. 


SUMMER CAMPS IN ARMENIA AND KARABAGH 


Although it is now winter, we are preparing for next summer’s camp programs in Armenia, Karabagh and 

Georgia. There are two types of camps: (1) summer camps, where children spend 5-7 days in a supervised 
camp environment, and (2) day camps, where children spend 5-7 days in a supervised camp environment but 
return home at the end of each day. The AMAA has been operating these camps since 1990, 


These camps are important — very important, During their stay, the children participate in sports and arts 
and crafts activities. They associate with other children in their age group, and enjoy nutritious meals and 
snacks, a comfortable bed and fresh air. They also learn about their Christian heritage and about Jesus 
Christ. Each child is also given a physical exam by the camp doctor. The camps provide a welcome change 


from the hardships and privations that these children endure throughout the rest of the year. We expect to 
accommodate more than 6,000 children next summer. 


The logistics of operating these camps are formidable. A staff of workers — cooks, cleaners, drivers, etc. — 
has to he hired: over a hundred volunteer camp counselors — from Annenia, North America, Europe and the 
Middle East — recruited and trained: the children selected, assembled and transported; and the entire operation 
coordinated and supervised. It costs about US $40 per child per session to operate a summer camp, and 
= about $25 per child per session for a day camp. To meet 
| Yes, I would like to "sponsor" children to | these costs, the AMAA depends on its members, friends, 
| attend summer camps in Armenia. | affiliated churches and concerned Christians. We hope you 
| Enclosed is my donation of $ for | feel as we do about the importance of these summer camps in 
| __ Children @ $40 each for day/night camps. \ the lives of Armenia’s children, and appeal to you to 
| ~_— Children @ $25 each for day camps. | “sponsor” as many of these children as you are able by 
| Name | donating the appropriate multiples of $40 or $25. We can 
ve assure you, based on our nine years of experience in operating 
| summer camps in Armenia, that your donation will have a 
| SS. ir eae eee dramatic impact on young lives. 
| (Make tax deductible donations to AMAA earmarked for 
| Armenia summer camps, and mail to 31 W. Cennery Rd. + If youhave any questions, please call or write to the Executive 
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